ISLAND PARK NEIGHBORHOOD CRIME WATCH COMMITTEE

By-Laws
Of the

Island Park Neighborhood Crime Watch Committee
November 18, 2009
ARTICLE I – Name
The name of this organization is The Island Park Neighborhood Crime Watch Committee.

ARTICLE II – Philosophy
The Committee has been created as an inclusive, responsive, flexible organization with its base of support and strength derived from the residents in our neighborhood.

ARTICLE III – Goals
Section 3:1  Ensure the quality of life which the Island Park community has always been known for.

Section 3:2  Maintain the quality of appearance of our homes, businesses and public areas and enhance neighborhood property values.

Section 3:3  Facilitate communication within our neighborhood and collaborate in working for our neighborhood.

Section 3:4  Ensure that our neighborhood remains a safe place to live, work and play.

ARTICLE IV – The Island Park Playground
Section 4:1  The area to be covered and affected by the activity of the Committee will be in and around the playground area located between Highland and Ormerod Avenues in Portsmouth, Rhode Island.

ARTICLE V – Offices
Section 5:1  The Committee will have four principal officers.  President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  These officers will be collectively known as the Board of Directors.  Officers of the Committee will be elected at the first regular meeting of the year, effective November 18 of each year.

Section 5:2  Officers may serve as many consecutive terms as they wish, providing they are re-elected each year.

Section 5:3  Any officer may be removed from office for cause by the affirmative vote of two thirds of the Committee.

Section 5:4  Cause and outcome of the vote, to include who voted “nay” or “yea” will be documented and maintained on file with the Secretary for a period of (5) years.

Section 5:5  A vacancy in any office because of death, resignation, removal or otherwise, may be filled by

the majority vote of the Committee for the unexpired portions of the term. 
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Section 5:6  Anyone showing interest in running for an elected office should send the name of the candidate for election to the Secretary at least (2) weeks prior to the meeting where voting will take place.
ARTICLE VI – Duties of the Officers
Section 6:1  President

The president shall supervise the business and affairs of the Committee.  He/she shall preside at all business and affairs of the committee.  He/she shall preside at all meetings of the Committee.  The President shall create an agenda for each meeting.  The President may appoint as many committees as he/she feel necessary to carry out the goals and agenda for the committee.
Section 6:2  Vice-President

In the absence of the President or in the event of his/her ability or refusal to act, the Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President and when so acting shall have all the powers of and be subject to all restrictions upon the President.  The Vice-President shall perform such other duties from time to time as may be assigned to him/her by the President.

Section 6:3  Secretary

The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings of the Committee, provide minutes to all Committee members, maintain all file copies of minutes and correspondence of the committee, except financial.  Keep updated record of Committee members including their names and addresses and the termination date of any Committee member.  Records will be kept by the Secretary and only released with the permission of the committee.
Section 6:4  Treasurer

The Treasurer shall have charge and custody of and be responsible for all funds of the Committee; receive and deposit all monies in the name of the Committee in such banks; shall keep the Committee informed on a regular basis of the financial status of the Committee.
ARTICLE VII – Execution of Instruments, Deposits and Funds
Section 7:1  No member or officer will have the power or authority to bind the Committee by any contract or engagement or to pledge its credit or to render it liable monetarily for any purpose or in any amount.

Section 7:2  All checks, drafts, promissory notes, orders for payment of money will be signed by the Treasurer.  All withdrawals must be signed off by two officers prior to submitting to banking institution.

Section 7:3  For banking purposes, we will have (three) co-signers on file with such bank.  The President, Secretary and Treasurer will be able to make withdrawals on the account, with approval from Committee.  

Section 7:4  All funds of the committee will be deposited in a timely manner to the credit of the Committee in such banks.

Section 7:5  The Board of Directors may accept on behalf of the Committee any contributions, gifts or devises for the public or charitable purpose of the Committee.
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ARTICLE VIII – Membership

Section 8:1  Any individual who resides in Island Park is eligible to become a member of the committee.  The membership entitles adult members (18 years and older) to vote on general membership matters as designated by the Committee.

Section 8:2  Persons residing or located outside of the Committee area are eligible to become associate members or “Friends of the Island Park Neighborhood Crime Watch Committee”.  Associate members may participate in Committee meetings and all social activities but are not eligible to vote or serve on the Board of Directors.

Section 8:3  No member shall act on behalf of the Committee, speak for the Committee or in any way represent an endorsement by the Committee without the expressed authority of the Committee.

Section 8:4  Any Committee member may be removed from the such Committee if absences exceed more than (3) in a row by the affirmative vote of two thirds of the Committee.

Section 8:5  For any conduct detrimental to the interests of the Committee, the Committee may terminate

membership in the Committee by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the Committee.  Any such member will be notified at least fourteen days in advance of the next meeting at which the Committee will consider termination. 
Section 8:6  Cause and outcome of the vote, to include who voted “nay” or “yea” will be documented and maintained on file with the Secretary for a period of (5) years.

ARTICLE IX – Meetings
Section 9:1  The Committee shall meet quarterly or as deemed necessary by the Board of Directors.

Section 9:2  A quorum must be attended by at least fifty percent of Committee members for business transactions to take place and motions to pass.

Section 9:3  A majority of the members shall constitute a quorum for a Committee meeting.

Section 9:4  Cause and outcome of all voting, to include “nay” or “yea” will be documented and maintained on file with the Secretary for a period of (5) years.
Section 9:6  Notice of Committee meetings shall be distributed to the Committee members at least two weeks prior to the meeting.

ARTICLE X – Voting
Section 10:1  A majority of board members constitutes a quorum.  In the absence of a quorum, no formal action shall be taken except to adjourn the meetings to a subsequent date.

Section 10:2  Passage of a motion requires a simple majority.  Members must be active with the committee for at least six months to place a vote with the exception of the original voting process on November 18, 2009.
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ARTICLE XI – Amendments to By-Laws
Section 10:1  These by-laws may be altered, amended or repealed and new by-laws may be adapted by a two-thirds majority of the Committee at any regular meeting.
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